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Arty is a 5-year old Knabstrupper gelding, beautifully spotted and now 
standing about 16.2 hh. He has been part of Lindsay’s life since he 
was just ten months, and Shady has been part of Arty’s life for nearly 
as long.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lindsay owned Arty’s uncle and was keen to get another one just like 
him, as he came to the end of his working life. So Arty arrived as a 
bay roan baby with just a spotty bum to show what he’d become. 
Unsurprisingly life with a youngster was not totally problem-free, and 
Arty developed a deep dislike of picking up his back feet. On a 
friend’s recommendation, she booked a visit from Shady and he 
quickly resolved the problem, while showing Lindsay what she needed 
to do to keep Arty happy and obliging.  
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So it was not surprising that when Lindsay saw Shady was running an 
in-hand course at Shenley Stud she signed up with the now 2-year old 
Arty. She wasn’t having any particular problems with him, he’d 
attended the Knabstrupper Grading at 18 months old, had behaved 
impeccably and done really well, but she wanted to form the best 
relationship possible. Lindsay had done some horsemanship training 
some years before, but having seen Shady in action she had been 
impressed by how he always put the horse first. Lindsay had 
experienced some trainers who put the ‘show’ first, and sometimes 
pushed horses further and faster than they were ready to go, but 
Shady always broke things down into steps, and always took his time. 
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They happily completed the course together and she went on to 
attend some in-hand shows with a very well-behaved horse. 

 

The years marched on and soon Arty was 3 ½ years old, and it was 
time to think about backing him. Lindsay started the work at home 
with the help of a friend, but then Arty had to pack his bags and head 
off to Shenley Stud to continue his education. Shady took about a 
month to get Arty working under saddle and then he went home for a 
bit of light ridden work with Lindsay, just walk and trot with some 
short hacks.  
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He was turned away until the following summer in order to mature 
some more, then it was off to Shenley Stud again for seven weeks of 
training. Some of Lindsay’s friends were skeptical because Shady took 
four weeks before he sat on him again, but Lindsay was confident that 
Shady was taking just the time needed to get Arty secure in his new 
life as a ridden horse. Then it was time for Lindsay to go and ride the 
‘finished’ Arty, and her reaction was to burst into tears! (tears of 
happiness, I should emphasise). 

Since then Arty has gone from strength to strength. He has started his 
dressage career, winning at intro and prelim. He is Lindsay’s lifetime 
horse, so she is aiming for steady progress; next on the agenda is 
popping a few low jumps. He is a willing, calm and responsive horse, 
and going forward she is hoping to do a bit of everything with him. 
Shady Horsemanship exercises are still very much on the agenda, both 
in-hand and ridden. Arty’s ability to stand like a rock at any mounting 
block is the particular envy of Lindsay’s friends. 
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We hope that Lindsay and Arty’s story show that Shady Horsemanship 
training is not only for problem horses, and owners in crisis. You can 
use Shady’s techniques to achieve the best possible relationship with 
your horse. Shady has built a confident and trusting horse in Arty, and 
also a confident and trusting rider in Lindsay. We should perhaps give 
Lindsay the final words “Shady openly shares his tools and techniques, 
which equips owners to apply them to new learning points as well as 
reinforce old ones ..... I also do feel that he works carefully with the 
personality of each horse and doesn’t try to change them or suppress 
them.” So a happy story for both Lindsay and Arty. 
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